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SECRET STATE 258262 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS.OGEN 
SUBJECT: HIJACKED VC- 10 

REE: STATE 258025 

1 . BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER PHONED DEPARTMENT OFFICER 
AND CONVEYED SUBSTANCE OF INSTRUCTIONS SENT BY LONDON 
TO BRITISH EMBASSIES IN TUNIS AND CAIRO. BRITISH EMBASSY 
TUNIS INSTRUCTED TO CONVEY MESSAGE TO HIJACKERS THAT 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD TRANSMITTED THEIR MESSAGE TO 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT BUT THAT DEADLINE WAS TOO SHORT FOR 
THEM TO OBTAIN EGYPTIAN RESPONSE. BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
IN CAIRO INSTRUCTED TO INFORM EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT THAT 
HMG CONSIDERS THAT PROBLEM SHOULD BE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN 
EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT AND HIJACKERS AND URGES EGYPTIAN 
GOVERNMENT TO INSTRUCT ITS AMBASSADOR IN TUNIS TO DEAL 
WITH HIJACKERS. IF POSSIBLE, HMG HOPES THAT EGYPTIANS 
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WOULD SEND SPECIAL ENVOY TO TUNIS TO HANDLE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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HMG ALSO ADVISED EGYPT TO PLAY FOR TIME AND EXPRESSED 
CONCERN FOR THE LIVES OF THE HOSTAGES. 

2. BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER IN WASHINGTON ASKED DEPARTMENT 
OFFICER FOR USG COMMENTS ON SITUATION. DEPARTMENT OFFICER 
REPLIED THAT USG HAD TRANSMITTED PSYCHOLOGICAL GUIDELINES 

FOR DEALING WITH AIRCRAFT HHACKING TO GOT AND THAT 
THESE GUIDELINES EMPHASIZED DELAY AND THE WEARING DOWN 
OF THE HIJACKERS PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY. DEPT. 

OFFICER ALSO SAID THAT USG AGREES THAT BRITISH APPROACH 
MAKES SENSE. IF EGYPTIANS AGREE TO DEAL WITH HIJACKERS 
THEY COULD BE VERY HELPFUL AS EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATS HAVE 
BEEN IN OTHER HIJACKINGS IN THE PAST. 

3. BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER THANKED THE DEPARTMENT OFFICER 
FOR COMMENTS AND SAID HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH IF HE 
RECEIVED ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON DEVELOPMENTS ON 
THE HIJACKING. 

4. FYI: QUESTION OF RELEASE OF TERRORISTS HELD IN 
CAIRO HAS NOT BEEN RAISED WITH USG BY EITHER EGYPTIANS 
OR BRITISH. IF IT IS RAISED IN LONDON YOU SHOULD REPLY 
THAT IF ASKED BY EGYPTIANS, USG WILL RESPOND ALONG 
LINES PARA 2, STATE 258025. END FYI. INGERSOLL 
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